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PREFACE

This document is the final EIS.   This final EIS merges the contents of the draft and supplemental
EISs and incorporates the agencies responses to issues and concerns brought forward by the public, Tribal
enities, and other contributing federal and state agencies.  The draft EIS was released in October 1995 and
the supplemental draft EIS was released in January 1998.  Both National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) (§1502.9(c) CFR and ARM 17.4.621
respectively) identify the reasons that drive the preparation, release, and review of an EIS.

The ev aluation  of this pro posed  project h as exten ded ov er 14 years  and is n ow integ rated into  this
final EIS.  Th is timeframe reflects the e xtremely thorou gh analysis the agen cies have con ducted to insu re
that identified issues and concerns are fully addressed. This includes a review of project designs, water
treatment facilities, tailings storage design and risk assessment, baseline resource data such as surface and
ground water quantity and quality, wildlife and fisheries habitat conditions, threatened and endangered
species analyses, area socio-economics, recreation, wilderness resources, cultural resources, and Native
American treaty rights.  An agency preferred alternative to the proposed action, two additional
alternatives, and the no-action alternative were developed through the E IS process.  The Agency preferred
alternative, Alternative 5, meets the requirements in 36 CFR 228 Subpart A and in 75-1-101 et seq., MCA
to minim ize, redu ce, avoid , or mitigate  impacts  on the en vironm ent.

 An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not usually read like a book, from chapter one to the
end.  Th e best way to go ab out reading th is EIS depe nds on w here your interests lie.  Y ou may be m ore
interested  in impa cts, while  others m ight hav e more in terest in the  details of th e propo sed plan  and ho w it
will affect them. This document follows the format established in NEPA and MEPA regulations (40 CFR
Parts 1500-1508 and AR M 17.2.601-663, respectively). The following paragraphs outline information
contained in the chapters and appendices of this EIS so that readers may find the parts of interest without
having  to read the  entire do cumen t.

• Summary:  contains a short, simple discussion to provide the reader and the decision
makers w ith a sketch  of the mo re impo rtant aspe cts of the E IS.  The  reader ca n obtain
additional, more detailed information from the actual text of the EIS.  The summary for
the Prop osed R ock Cre ek Proje ct EIS is a se parate, stan d-alone d ocum ent, wh ich is
paired with the EIS.

Chapters 1 through  4 are found in Volu me 1 of the EIS for the Roc k Creek Project; Chapters 5
through  9 and th e App endice s are foun d in V olume  2.  All pu blic com ments and con cerns, along with
their respo nses, are in cluded  in Volu mes 3 a nd 4. T he chap ters are brief ly describe d below : 

• List of Abb reviations and  Acronym s:  This list describes the abbreviations and
acronyms used throughout the EIS.

• Chapter 1 - Purpose and Need for the Action:  describes the proposed action, purpo se
and need for the action and th e EIS, project area, agency roles and responsibilities,
decisions to be made, and public participation.

• Chapter 2  - Description of A lternatives:  describes the significant issues associated
with the proposed action and the development of alternatives.  It describes in detail the
proposed action, the no-action alternative, and three agency alternatives. Other
alternatives that were considered but dismissed are identified along with rationale for not
including them in the analysis.  Reasonably foreseeable activities in the vicinity of the
proposed project are identified.  This chapter also provides a comparative analysis of the
environmental impacts of the alternatives to provide a clear basis of choice among
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options  for the de cision m aker and  the pub lic.  The le ad agen cies' preferred  alternative  is
identified.

• Chap ter 3 - Aff ected En vironm ent:  summarizes the present condition of the
environm ent that wou ld be affected b y the proposed  action and altern atives. 

• Chapter 4  - Environm ental Conseq uences:  describes the probable impacts to the
human environment that would result from developing the proposed action or the new
alternatives, inclu ding  cumu lative im pacts,  short-te rm uses versu s long-term p roductivity,
unavoida ble impacts, an d irreversible or irretrievable im pacts.  A section  on regulatory
restriction of private prop erty as required by state law  is also included. 

• Chapter 5  - Consultation W ith Others:   lists the agencies, companies, and
organizations consulted as well as the cooperating agencies.

• Chapter 6  - Preparers and  Contributo rs:  lists the people involved in the research,
writing, and internal review of the EIS.

• Chapter 7 - Distribution and Review of the EIS:  lists agencies, organizations and
individuals who received a copy of the EIS.

• Chapter 8 - Glossary:  describes the technical terms used in the EIS.

• Chapter 9 - References Cited:  lists the references cited in the EIS.

• Index:  contains cross-references and identifies the pages where key topics can be found.

• Appen dices:  contain key supporting documents for the EIS.  The following appendices
are contained in the EIS:

— Appendix A: Definition of Significance in NEPA/MEPA
— Appendix B: Final Biological Assessments (and includes Bull Trout Revision, Lynx

Amendment, and Revised Threatened and Endangered Mitigation Plan)
— Appendix C: Depa rtment D ecision on  Air Qu ality Permit
— Appendix D: Proposed MPD ES P ermit, Fa ct Shee t, and S tatemen t of Basis
— Appendix E: USFW S Biological Opinion
— Appendix F: Preliminary Section 404(b)(1) Showing
— Appendix G: Tailings, Subsidence, and Hydrofracturing
— Appendix H: Kootenai National Forest BM P Process 
— A ppen dix I: Descrip tion of R eagents
— Appendix J: Revegetation Plans
— Appendix K: Agencies’ Conceptual Monitoring Plans
— Appendix L: Wetlands Mitigation Plan for Alternative V 
— App endix M:McK ay Creek Alternative Description
— Appendix N: Discussion of R 1-WA TSE D M odel an d Resu lts
— Appendix O: New Management Area Descriptions
— Appendix P: Failure M odes E ffects An alysis

• Public Com ment an d Respon ses: Contains responses to substantive comments on the
draft and  supple mental E ISs.  Th e comm ents and  respon ses are grou ped into  16 ma in
categories and 5 1 subcatego ries. 
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